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The following material is available to 


members on application: 


(1) Text of the addresses at the lunch- 
eon of the Mexican Chamber of Com- 
merce of the United States, March 
24, 1926. 


Text of the correspondence in refer- 
ence to Russian recognition between 
Mr. Ivy Lee, Mr. Elihu Root, and 
others. 


(2) 


Entered as second- 


class matter December 
2, 1921, at the Post 
Office at New York, 
N. Y., under the act 
of March 3, 1879. 


A VICTORY FOR MILITARISM 


HE difficulties attendant upon Franco- 

Spanish cooperation in North Africa 
have once more been signally illustrated 
in the breakdown on May 1 of the peace 
negotiations between emissaries of Abd- 
el-Krim and French and Spanish repre- 
sentatives at Oudjda. Spain came to the 
conference reluctantly. Spanish prestige 
had suffered in last year’s campaign in 
the Riff. That humiliation had not yet 
been decisively effaced. Spanish troops 
were in an advantageous position this 
spring. It would not take long, General 
Primo de Rivera thought, to fall upon 
Abd-el-Krim’s headquarters at Tarquist 
and so thoroughly trounce the Riffians that 
they would be glad to sue for uncondi- 
tional peace. 


In this plan they were hindered, how- 
ever, by pressure exerted by their French 
Allies. This pressure did not originate 
with Marshal Pétain, who like General 
Primo de Rivera was sanguine that a 
short, intensive campaign would result in 
the utter defeat of Abd-el-Krim. It was 
M. Jules Steeg, Resident General of Mor- 
occo, whose threat of resignation if peace 
negotiations were not immediately under- 
taken brought about the conference which 
interrupted the plans of Spanish and 
French military commanders. Premier 
Briand, anxious at once to cut down ex- 
penditure in Morocco and to settle the 
affair in a manner that would prevent 
Italy from taunting France for inability 
to handle its colonial problems, supported 
the view of Governor Steeg that Abd-el- 
Krim’s offer to engage in peace negotia- 
tions should be accepted forthwith. 

The story of the negotiations would be 
unintelligible were this fundamental di- 
vision in the ranks of the allies lost sight 
of. At the preliminary conference which 


opened in Taourirt on April 18 four de- 
mands were laid before the Riffians on 
the basis of which the plenary conference 
was later to proceed. The Riffians were 
to acknowledge the supremacy of the Sul- 
tan of Morocco; Abd-el-Krim was to go 
into exile; prisoners of war were to be 
exchanged; and the French and Spanish 
troops were to be permitted to advance 
their lines some seven miles so as to oc- 
cupy certain strategic points as a neces- 
sary preliminary to a truce. 


The Riffian delegates were willing to 
concede the first two points in modified 
form; they maintained, however, that the 
third point should be discussed at the 
plenary conference, while the fourth point 
was impossible to concede. 


Under cover of the tacit truce prevail- 
ing in the Riff, French troops nevertheless 
proceeded to advance quietly and to oc- 
cupy the desired positions. Spanish 
troops were prevented from joining in 
this movement by the presence of Riffian 
troops in the territory they wished to 
occupy. After the French advance had 
been accomplished an armistice was de- 
clared and the plenary conference was 
called at Oudjda. 


As the conference proceeded it became 
apparent that a grave divergence of views 
existed as to the interpretation of the 
word autonomy, which the Riffians used 
in its broadest sense, while the French 
and Spanish delegates used it in its nar- 
rowest sense, so as to include the ap- 
pointment of tribal chiefs by the Sultan 
of Morocco as well as giving him control 
of police, taxes and economic and financial 
affairs in the Riff. The allies continued 
moreover to demand an exchange of 
prisoners before the conclusion of peace 
rather than as one of the terms of settle- 
ment. 


No agreement being in sight on the 
disputed points, the allies cut short the 
discussion on May 1 by presenting an 
unacceptable ultimatum which precip- 
itated a reversion to a state of war on 
May 6. The course of the negotiations 
made it apparent that a settlement might 
have been reached had not the Spanish 
government and French military officials 
been working at cross purposes with the 
French civil officials who desired peace 
sincerely. 

ELIZABETH P. MACCALLUM. 


Notes 

A second time M. de Jouvenel, French 
High Commissioner to Syria and the Le- 
banon, has succeeded in getting together 
a Syrian Cabinet which he hopes will be 
able to carry on a regular government 
assisted by the Syrian parliament elected 
in January. There appears to be little 
hope, however, that this government will 
command more support than did its pre- 
decessor. Its leader is a member of the 
household of the former Turkish Sultan, 
and as a Turk cannot command the loyalty 
of the native-born Syrian people. There 
has been no cessation of hostilities in the 
Damascus and Druse areas, and the boy- 
cott of a “Syrian” government imposed 
from above continues unabated. The 
French authorities are preparing to meet 
a new outbreak of important proportions 
expected in the city of Damascus itself. 


The initial French reactions to the 
complete text of the financial settlement 
agreed upon by the excutives of France 
and the United States appear to be un- 
favorable. Many of the Paris papers 
comment with great bitterness upon what 
they consider the harshness of the terms. 
This inevitable reaction has been height- 
ened by the continued and almost alarm- 
ing depreciation of the franc. The French 
public were assured repeatedly by gov- 
ernmental officials that the refunding of 
the debt to America would help materi- 
ally in the stabilization of the franc. 

Amidst the various rumors which are 
urged as explanations for the franc’s 
weakness, two are probably of the most 
validity: one the heavy selling of francs 
by British interests during the general 
strike in order to maintain the parity of 
the pound, and the second the fact that 
the French budget has not yet been gen- 
uinely balanced. Competent authorities 
estimate that the budget at the time it 
was passed a few weeks ago, when the 
franc was 3.45 cents, promised to provide 
about 90 per cent of the receipts neces- 
sary to cover the estimated expenditures. 
Since then, however, the franc has fallen 
almost ten per cent and thus measurably 
increased the gap between income and 
outgo. 


The Editors assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. 


Page Two 


The first meeting of the commission 
to study the composition of the Counej] 
and the number and mode of election of 
its members, was held on May 10 at 
Geneva. The commission, which wag 
created as a result of the failure to ad. 
mit Germany to the League last March, 
is composed of representatives of the 
ten states members of the Council, and 
representatives of five other states, 
Argentina, China, Germany, Poland and 
Switzerland. The German Government, 
in accepting the invitation to be repre. 
sented on the commission, pointed out 
that since Germany is not a member of 
the League, the German delegate will be 
in a different position from that of the 
other delegates, and that participation 
in the work of the commission will not 
affect Germany’s freedom of decision in 
regard to entrance into the League. 


In a memorandum sent to President 
Coolidge, Secretary Kellogg and Senator 
Borah, the Foreign Missions Conference 
of North America urges that the United 
States cooperate with the League of Na- 
tions in regard to the adoption of a new 
international convention to suppress 
slavery. A draft convention on slay- 
ery was approved by the 1925 As. 
sembly of the League; at the request of 
the Assembly, the Council on September 
28, 1925, decided to forward this draft 
convention to all governments, asking 
them to send in their comments before 
June 1, 1926. A second letter was sent 
to the governments in March, reiterating 
the request that they send in their ob- 
servations before June 1. So far, the 
United States has simply acknowledged 
receipt of this letter, without any com- 
ment. 


The memorandum of the Foreign Mis- 
sions Conference urges the American 
Government to present its observations 
on the draft convention before June 1, 
and points out the interest which the 
United States has in the problem of slay- 
ery, and the value of American coopera- 
tion in bringing about its suppression. 


On account of the opposition aroused 
in various quarters, the War Department 
has decided to abandon the annual de- 
fense test in 1926. Meanwhile the De 
partment is examing the whole question 
of the desirability of holding such tests 
from time to time, in the light of two 
years’ experience. 


Much of the credit for bringing about 
the at least temporary abolition of the 
annual defense test goes to Mr. Frederick 
J. Libby, Executive Secretary of the Na- 
tional Council for Prevention of War, 
who has been in constant and vigorous 
opposition. 
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